
DeWine, Acton Share Message of Preparedness at Coronavirus Summit 

As the global death toll from coronavirus passed 3,300 Thursday, Gov. Mike DeWine and Ohio 
Department of Health (ODH) Director Amy Acton addressed a summit of local public health 
leaders from around Ohio and discussed the state's preparations with reporters. 

Media reports and data compiled by Johns Hopkins University showed more than 97,800 
confirmed cases worldwide, including 177 cases and 11 reported deaths in the United States. 
There have been no confirmed cases in Ohio, though ODH increased the number of persons 
under investigation (PUI) who may have the disease from one to three Thursday. 

"The key is preparation. This conference that we are doing today is all about preparation and 
what happens if someone (in Ohio) in fact has the coronavirus," DeWine said. "So people 
should not panic in any way, this is just an effort to get in front of this as much as we can. We 
know the coronavirus is coming to Ohio, every health expert tells us that, but we have to do 
everything to slow it from coming to Ohio and to slow it down as far as how it spreads out." 

The threat of coronavirus will be present for "a long time," he added, and the public should 
continue to live their lives while taking certain precautions that are also beneficial regarding the 
common flu. U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams also addressed the attendees via video call 
to say that an effective vaccine may be ready in 12 to 18 months, record time for that 
development. 

Adams said public precautions should include washing hands for at least 20 seconds, cleaning 
surfaces and door handles, covering your mouth when coughing or sneezing, staying home 
when sick and staying away from others who are sick. Those who haven't should also get their 
flu shot, he said, as patients sick with flu could take resources away from those with 
coronavirus. 

DeWine also told reporters that hospitals are preparing for potential spread, noting his 
Wednesday meeting with hospital leaders. Nursing homes and universities would also face 
challenges, he said, and are preparing for that. 

Acton said the groups they are most worried about include the elderly, those who are immuno-
compromised, health care workers and first responders. Most people who contract coronavirus 
would simply stay at home under quarantine for 14 days, and she encouraged Ohioans to look 
out for those with the disease, should there be an outbreak, by leaving food on their doorstep 
and similar actions. 

"We have to not give in to fear, any more than the fact that the flu -- a very similar virus -- kills 
35,000 people each year in the United States but we live our daily lives. We have to help each 
other out, not run away from each other in fear," Acton said. 

Ohio officials also received a testing kit from federal authorities Thursday, she said, and once it 
is calibrated over the next two days it will enable them to conduct their own tests. Previously, 
they had to send samples to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which took 
three to five days. Now, they will be able to obtain results in eight hours at the minimum and 48 
hours at the maximum. 



When there is a confirmed case, Acton told Hannah News, the local health department and 
hospital system will work with the patient and conduct "contact tracing" to identify everyone they 
came in contact with, including in public venues such as movie theaters. 

"That is why it is so important we have committed to you -- the governor and I -- to tell you 
everything we know as we know it, and that is the way we can keep the public informed and 
trusting us," she said. "...Clear information helps keep people calm, and the media is so 
important in a crisis situation to get the most accurate information out there." 

Acton also said an $8.3 billion federal supplemental appropriation, which includes $15.6 million 
for Ohio, will go to research on vaccines, including work by Ohio companies, and to local health 
departments providing housing, wraparound services and transportation for patients. 

In his address to the public health leaders, DeWine said state agencies are taking increased 
steps to protect those at veterans' homes, state-run hospitals and psychiatric hospitals, 
correctional facilities, rest areas and other public buildings. 

The Department of Administrative Services (DAS) also conducted a tabletop exercise regarding 
continuity of government, he said, and DeWine also had his cabinet introduce themselves to the 
audience. 

Additional state actions he detailed include maintaining and protecting ODH websites regarding 
coronavirus, working to expedite access to products such as hand sanitizer and soap, and 
planning by the Ohio Department of Aging (ODA) on what steps are needed to meet the needs 
of the most vulnerable Ohioans and ensuring infection care standards are met at nursing 
homes. 

Acton said the state and local preparations and eventual response would be tiring work, noting 
that her team had worked until midnight the previous day, and she compared coronavirus to the 
H1N1 response. She also said that difficult decisions will be required for the public wellbeing, 
and they will face evolving circumstances. 

The most crucial tool is good communication, she said. Both she and DeWine stressed the 
importance of speaking with "one voice" as well. Acton also detailed the need to continue talking 
to businesses, schools and child care centers. 

DeWine and Acton additionally discussed with reporters the public health order issued Thursday 
morning to mandate previously discussed limits on spectator access at the Arnold Sports 
Festival in Columbus. They said this event is unique from most sporting events, including the 
NCAA Tournament "First Four" games in Dayton, where attendees buy a ticket, are present for 
a few hours in assigned seats and then leave. 

The festival, however, involves 22,000 athletes from 80 countries -- some of which are affected 
by coronavirus -- and would normally have many more spectators. The decision was made in 
consultation with Mayor Andrew Ginther and the Columbus Public Health Department, as well 
as new guidance from the CDC for mass public gatherings to be evaluated on an individual 
basis. 



"We felt that this was simply an extraordinary risk that we did not want to take, and the state of 
Ohio should not be exposed to," DeWine said. Plans for future action on other events would 
also start with concerns raised by the local health department, he added. 

While he did not think it would be necessary, he said the Columbus Police Department would 
have jurisdiction to enforce the order, as would the Ohio State Highway Patrol at the state 
fairgrounds. 

Summit attendees also heard presentations on PUI management lessons from leaders at 
Miami University and Southwest Ohio public health agencies and ODH speakers on the 
most vulnerable populations. Ohio officials will continue to provide more information 
at www.coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

 

http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov/
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